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Obesity has become an epidemic among 

adults, children, and teenagers in the 

United States. According to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, an 

estimated 66 percent of U.S. adults are 

either overweight or obese.

Obesity Obesity 

In some cases, genetics, illness, 
and particular medications may 
cause weight gain. Generally, 
however, overweight and obesity 
occur due to an imbalance in the 
body’s energy. This imbalance 
results from consuming more 
calories than the body expends 
through regular body functions 
and physical activity.  To maintain 
weight, calories consumed must 
equal the calories used. When 
excess calories are consumed, they 
are stored in the body as fat, which 
results in weight gain. Healthy 
weight loss is possible when the 
body uses more calories than are 
consumed because the body uses 
the stored fat as energy. 

the Physical effects 
Of Obesity 
Being overweight or obese can 
increase the likelihood of developing 
serious health problems including 
the following. 

High blood pressure•	
Coronary heart disease•	
Type 2 diabetes•	
Stroke•	
Some types of cancer, including •	
breast and colon cancer 
Gallbladder disease•	
Osteoarthritis•	
Respiratory problems and  •	
sleep apnea

WeIGH THe ConsequenCes of

the basics Of 
healthy Weight lOss
Research indicates that losing 5 
to 10 percent of body weight 
can improve health and may 
help some people to avoid the 
adverse effects of obesity. It 
is important to consult with 
a physician before trying to 
lose weight. Additionally, the 
surgeon General makes the 
following recommendations for 
healthy weight loss.  

Aim for a healthy weight. Lose •	
weight gradually, at a rate of 
one-half to two pounds per 
week. 

Be active. The safest and most •	
effective way to lose weight is 
to reduce calories and increase 
physical activity. 

Eat a nutritious, well-balanced diet •	
including five servings of fruits 
and vegetables a day, and select 
sensible portion sizes. 

To determine a diet and physical 
activity plan that is appropriate 
for you, consult a physician.
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St. Luke’s Web Site... 
From A to Zygomycosis.

2-0353

What is Zygomycosis?
Find out about this and hundreds of other medical conditions at St. Luke’s 
new and improved Web site, www.stlukes-stl.com.
 
Our Web site has answers to all your healthcare questions – where to 
find information about our services, special events, classes and even an 
illustrated healthcare encyclopedia full of easy to understand medical 
definitions and corresponding pictures.  


